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Erada (Intention) 


January 15 


Jan 13 1 —A US Apache 
helicopter has crashed in 
Iraq after apparently 
coming under ground 
tire 


clashed on the border and 
the Pakistani embassy in 
Kabul was sacked by angrv 
Afghans. More recently. 
Pakistan has initiated i 
military operations in tribal 
areas, trying to track down 
Islamic militants - moves 
which Afghanistan has 
welcomed 


The incident occurred 
after a noisy anti- 
American protest in the 
flashpoint town, which 
has seen numerous 
attacks on US forces 


The two crew members 
were unhurt after their 
aircraft came down near 
the town of Habbaniya, 
80 kilometres (48 miles) 
west of the capital 
Baghdad 


Hundreds of people 
demonstrated about the 
arrest of a young woman 
A US military by US troops in the town 
spokesman. Colonel on Monday 

William Darley, said "It 

was apparently downed The woman was released 

by enemy fire " after questioning 


However. violence 

continues in southern 
Afghanistan. In the past 
week at least 36 people, 
mostly civilians, have died 
in attacks in border areas 


north of Habbaniya 


Afghanistan" He said 
Pakistan was continuing to 
improve its 65.000 troops 
and 800 border posts "so 
the people of both countries 
don't suffer". 


Jan 12 h —Pakistan will 
boost measures to tackle 
militants along the Afghan 
border, its prime minister 
said on his first official 
v isit to Afghanistan. 


Meanwhile, at least two 
Iraqi civilians are 
reported killed by US 


After Monday’s meeting. 
Taliban fighters also 
attacked an army post in 


troops who opened fire 
in the tow n of Falluja. 

Both Habbaniya and 


A military quick- 
response force rescued 
the crew members 


In a separate incident, the 
US military says an 
imam in Falluja has been 


Falluja lie within the 
"Sunni triangle", a centre 
of resistance to the US- 
led occupation 

The heavily armoured 
Apache was the third US 
helicopter to come down 
in the region in two 
weeks 

It was part of the US 


In Falluja, 50 kilometres 
(30 miles) west of 
Baghdad, police 

commissioner Adel 

Khalaf said two civilians 
had died after US troops 
opened fire after 

reportedly coming under 
rocket attack while 

patrolling the town 

centre 


arrested after a speaker at 
his mosque used evening 
prayers to incite attacks 
on US troops and Iraqi 
police "The individual 
from Falluja was inciting 
violence, telling the j 
people it was their duty 
to attack coalition forces. ' 
the Iraqi Civil Defence 


Army's 3rd Armored Corps and Iraqi police. 

Cavalry Regiment, which Eyewitnesses said the Major Josslyn Aberle 
operates the air base civilian death toll was told reporters 

Blast Rocks Iraqi PiUce Station 



exploded in front of the 
building of the civil 
emergency police unit 
killing and injuring 
many." said Haidar 
Ismail 


Jan 14 —Several people 
are reported to have been 
killed in a suspected car 
bomb blast outside a 
police station in Iraq 


A number of people were 
injured in the explosion 
in the central town of 
Baquba, witnesses said 


Witnesses said the force 
of the blast threw scores 
of people to the ground 


It comes less than an 
week after at leasf six 
people were killed in a 
blast outside a mosque in 
Baquba 


Reuters news agency 
quoted a police official 
as saying at least two 
passers-by w'ere killed 
and at least 14 people - 
all police - were injured. 


Hours before the latest 
blast, US forces in Iraq 
detained four relatives of 
the former vice-president 
Ibrahim al-Douri, the 
military said. A police 
officer at the scene of the 
blast said a white car 
sped towards the police 
station moments before 
the explosion "A car 


The BBC’s Alastair 
Leithead in Baghdad 
says the blast seems to be 
another attack aimed at 
destabilising the new 
Iraqi police force which 
has been assembled by 
the US-led coalition 
There has been a spate of 
attack on Iraqi police 


stations in recent months. 

Baquba, a largely Sunni 
Muslim town, lies close 
to the so-called "Sunni 
triangle", where support 
for ‘former Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein remains 
strong 

Ibrahim al-Douri is 
considered by many to 
have been the deposed 
Iraqi leader's right-hand 
man and is the most 
senior member of Iraq's 
former regime still at 
large 

The relatives, all male, 
were detained in a raid 
on two homes in the 
central city of Samarra, 
officials said 

US forces have offered a 
$10m reward for the 
capture of Mr Douri, 
who they suspect of 
masterminding many 
attacks on coalition 
forces 

US Lieutenant Colonel 
David Poirier said the 
men arrested had been 
"enablers" for Mr Douri 
and they had good 
information on his 
whereabouts. 


Zafarullah Khan Jamali has 
met Afghan President 
Hamid Karzai in Kabul for 
talks on security and 
economic issues. 

Mr Jamali called for a 
"joint effort to fight 
extremism and terrorism". 

Afghanistan has in the past 
accused Pakistan of turning 
a blind eve to Taliban and 
al-Qacda fighters crossing 
the border. 

Mr Jamali said on his one- 
day visit: "We want to 
ensure... that there is no 
criss-cross from 

Afghanistan into Pakistan, 
or from Pakistan into 


Mr Jamali called terrorism 
a "menace all over the 
world" 

"We have to try to 
eradicate it. so there is no 
let-off. there is no turning 
back." he said 

Mr Karzai said the two 
nations were in a "joint 
fight for the future of both 
countries, the future of this 
region and eventualIv the 
future of the international 
community". 

Last year Afghanistan 
accused Pakistan of being a 
haven for Afghan militants. 

Pakistan and Afghan troops 


Nimroz province, south¬ 
western Afghanistan, 

killing at least four security 
personnel. a provincial 
governor said A Taliban i 
spokesman claimed 10 
soldiers had been killed. 

The BBC's Crispin Thorold ! 
in Kabul says the talks in j 
the capital also focused on j 
trade and aid projects 
funded bv Pakistan. 

Mr Jamali said two more i 
border crossings would be 
opened to boost trade. He 
also offered to donate 100 
buses and 200 trucks, and 
pledged to build a railway 
and repair a road in two 
Afghan border prov inces. 



Jan 13 th —A provincial 
minister in Pakistan has 
disappeared in a tribal 
region near the Afghan 
border 

Sardar Naeemullah 
Shahani, the minister for 
sports and culture from 
Punjab Province, was 
last seen on Saturday in 
the town of Miran Shah, 
capital of the semi- 
autonomous region of 
Waziristan. 

A local official said it 
was believed the minister 



He said police were 
questioning a number of 
people. 


Officials say that more 
than 12 people have been 
taken into custody by 
police in North West 
Frontier Province 


are believed to have j 
accompanied the 

minister on Saturday 

Miran Shah is known for 
cases of kidnapping and 
smuggling and has a 
reputation for 

lawlessness. 

The Pakistani Army 
recently launched a large 
scale raid against 
suspected al-Qaeda 
elements in the area. 

The area is believed to be 
is one of the main 


had been kidnapped, but 
there has been no word 
from any captors. 


(NWFP) since Mr 
Shahani's disappearance. 

Some of those detained 


suspected hideouts for 
Osama Bin Laden and 
other top al-Qaeda 
fugitives 


Iran Leader Threatens Mass Resignations 


Jan 13 th —Iran's reformist 
president has escalated 
his battle with hardline 
clerics by threatening the 
resignation of his entire 
administration 

Mohammad Khatami 
said his government 
would "go together" if a 
ban on reformist 
candidates standing in 
next month's election 
was not lifted. 


He described the ailing 
as biased - his toughest 
pronouncement yet, says 
the BBC's Jim Muir in 
Tehran. 

But the president said he 
was hopeful that talks 
could solve the crisis. 

The conservative 

Guardian Council 
which vets candidates - 
is now considering 
appeals against its own 


veto of more than 3,000 
would-be candidates. 

Of those, about 80 are 
sitting members of 
parliament. 

The Council 
empowered to ensure 
parliament's actions 
comply with Islamic 
principles - says it will 
not yield to pressure in 
its consideration of 
appeals 
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Jan 13 lh ~US President 
George W Bush has said 
Canada will now be 
"eligible to bid" for 
reconstruction projects in 
Iraq 

His offer to Canadian 
Prime Minister Paul 
Martin halts a 
controversial US policy 
of reserving work for 
those countries which 
backed the war 

"They want Iraq to be 
free They understand the 
stakes," Mr Bush said 
after meeting Mr Martin 
at a summit of American 
leaders in Monterrey, 
Mexico. But it appears 
France and Germany will 
not yet be allowed to bid 


for work. 

Last month, the Bush 
administration ruled that 
prime contracts to 
rebuild Iraq would only 
be open to countries that 
had supported the 
invasion of the country - 
not including Canada and 
other traditional allies. 

It said the decision, 

which angered many US 
allies, was taken on the 
grounds of national 

security. 

After this latest 

announcement, Canada is 
expected to be able to bid 
for Iraq contracts worth 
about $4 5bn. The 

position of other 


countries which opposed 
the US-led war in Iraq, 
such as France and 
Germany, is unclear, 
although the US 
indicated they could be 
allowed to bid for future 
contracts 

US National Security 
Council spokesman Sean 
McCormack said "For 
those countries that want 
to join our efforts in Iraq, 
circumstances can 

change." 

The BBC's Ian Pannell, 
in Monterrey, says 
allowing Canada to bid 
for lucrative contracts is 
a major policy reversal 
and one designed to win 
back an important 
regional ally 

He said the two countries 
have grown increasingly 
distant over recent 
months, particularly over 
the issue of Iraq 


Jan 12 ,h —A top official 
sacked from the Bush 
administration has 

suggested the chief aim of 
the Iraq war was to oust 
Saddam 

iGeorge W Bush and his 
Coalition allies cited a 
threat of weapons of mass 
destruction as the grounds 
for w ar 

But the overthrow of 
Saddam was his aim right 
from when he entered the 
White House three years 
ago. said former Treasury 
Secretary Paul O'Neill 

Mr O'Neill also portrayed 
the president as unwilling 
to engage in debate - a 
charge rejected by Bush 
officials 

"From the \ery beginning, 
there was a con\iction 
| Saddam Hussein was a bad 
person and he needed to 
go." the former treasury 
secretary said in an 
interview broadcast by 
CBS News on Sunday. 

Mr O'Neill was in office 
for nearly two years before 
he was sacked over 
differences with the 
administration in December 
2002. The BBC's 
Washington correspondent. 
Justin Webb, savs his 


remarks represent the most 
sustained and damaging 
criticism of the Bush 
administration from a 
fomier insider since the 
president came to power. 

Mr O’Neill gives an 
unflattering account of Mr 
Bush's leadership style, 
saying that at cabinet 
meetings the president was 
like a blind man in a room 
full of deaf people. 

But the current Commerce 
Secretary. Don Evans, told 
CNN that the president 
liked nothing better than 
vigorous discussion in 
cabinet 

"He drives the meetings, 
tough questions, he likes 
dissent, he likes to see 
debate." he said. 

Republican Representative 
Mark Foley of Florida 
accused Mr O'Neill of 
delivering a "blatant stab in 
the back". 

The fomier secretary gave 
his interview ahead of the 
publication of a book. "The 
Price of Loyalty", which 
paints an insider's view of 
the administration based in 
part on his testimony . In 
his interview. Mr O'Neill 
said the Bush 


administration appeared to 
have assumed the right to 
act as it wished abroad 

"For me. the notion of pre¬ 
emption. that the US has 
the unilateral right to do 
whatever vve decide to do, 
is a really huge leap." he 
said 

He was also highly critical 
of Mr Bush's tax cuts 
policy. 

The author of the new 
book. Ron Suskind. told 
CBS that he had received 
documents from Mr O'Neill 
and others which showed 
that during Mr Bush's first 
100 days in office his 1 

officials were alreadv i 

• i 

looking at military options 
to remove Saddam from , 

i 

power. 

Officials were looking into j 
post-war contingencies I 
such as peacekeeping ! 
troops, war crimes tribunals < 
and the future of Iraq's oil. 
according to the 
documents 

Mr Suskind referred to a ^ 
memo entitled "Plan for I 
Post-Saddam Iraq". 


Jan 13"—For the first 
time in more than a 
decade an Afghan 
woman has been 
broadcast singing on 
public television. 

Kabul Television 

broadcast old footage 
of the popular 1970s 
and '80s artist Salma 
singing a ballad 

The footage marked 
the latest step towards 
liberalisation 
promoted by the 
moderate 

administration of 

President Hamid 

Karzai. 

No such images have 
been seen since the 
fall of communist 
President Najibullah 
in 1992 

In the following four 
years of civil war, the 
Islamic mujahideen 
did not allow images 
of women to be 
broadcast. 

When the Taleban 
came to power in 
1996, it banned all 
.television 


Monday evening's 

broadcast was just one 
song lasting about five 
minutes, but went out at 
peak time. 

"We are endeavouring 
to perform our artistic 
works regardless of the 
issue of sex," 
Information and Culture 
Minister Sayed 

Makdoom Raheen told 
the Reuters news 
agency. 

Women have gradually 
been gaining a higher 
profile since the fall of 
the Taleban just over 
tw'O years ago. 

Since 2002, some have 
presented news shows 
on television 

Under the Taleban's 


strict interpretation of 
Sharia, or Islamic, 
law, women were 
denied jobs and girls 
an education 

Now in Kabul, many , 
women have jobs and j 
can wear a * veil or i 
headscarf rather than 
the all-enveloping 

burqa 

However, in much of J 
rural Afghanistan 

women remain 

confined to the home 
and still wear the 
burqa 

Monday's broadcast 
follows a switch at the 
top of Kabul Radio 
and Television. 

Mohammad Isahaq 
was succeeded by 
Ghulam Hassan 

Hazrati, a close 

associate of Mr 
Raheen, a few weeks 
ago. Another two 
music clips featuring 
women were shown 

on Monday night, one 
a religious song in 
Urdu to mark the visit 

of Pakistani Prime 

Minister Zafarullah 


Jan 13 —UN News 
Service - The number 
of women signing up 
to vote in 

Afghanistan's national 
elections has 

increased, but overall 
registration remains 
slow given that the 
ballot is scheduled for 
later this year, the 
United Nations 

Assistance Mission in 
Afghanistan 

(UNAMA) has 

announced. 

A UNAMA 

spokesman reported 
yesterday that women 
comprise 22 per cent 
of the 320,770 
Afghans who have 
registered to vote 


since the process 

began at the start of 
December. 

This is up from mid- 
December, when only 
70,000 people had 
registered, just 13 per 
cent of them women. 
Bamiyan continues to 
have the greatest 

proportion of female 
voters, with women 
making up 43 per cent 
of all who have 
registered in that city. 

Voter registration so 
far remains ■ restricted 
to 52 centres in 
Afghanistan's eight 
major cities - the 

capital, Kabul, 

Bamiyan, Gardez, 


Kandahar, Kunduz 

and Mazar-i-Sharif 
Spokesman Manoel de 
Almeida e Silva told a 
press briefing in Kabul 
that registration would 
be progressively 

extended to provincial 
and rural areas once 
security conditions 
there have improved. 

A civic education 
process is underway to 
try to show Afghans 
the importance of 
registering to vote. 
Almost 20,000 face- 
to-face meetings about 
voter registration have 
been held, and there 
have been thousands 
of other community 
mobilization events 


mobilization 
and local 
according 
UNAMA. 

The 

stressed 


briefings, 


spokesman 

the 


importance of local 


community 

political 


and 

leaders 


Herat 


IqIqI 


backing the process as 
a means of 

encouraging others to 
register 
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